well as inadequate protection by parents and other caregivers (.
tional Center for Children in Poverty, 1990).   Both exposure
lead and blood-lead concentrations in children under 5 years b
been shown to increase as family income decreases (Mahaffe^
al., 1982).  Even a low level of exposure to lead in childhood i
result in higher rates of learning disability, low achievement,
failure to graduate from high school (Needlemen et al., 1990).
In summary, the evidence is clear and compelling that pei
tent poverty exacts a significant price on children's health, de
opment, educational attainment, and socioeconomic potential, e
though the causal relationships are not well understood in
cases.   These effects become more pronounced by adolesce]
The economic and demographic changes of the last two dec;
have led to a significant increase in the proportion of adolesci
who have lived in poverty for prolonged periods.    In 1991,
poverty rate for all children under 18 years was 21.8 percent
reau of the Census, 1992).   Although the majority of such c
dren will survive the experience and go on to a productive a
life, many will not.   And the increasing proportion of all Arr
can children who will live in poverty at some point in their 1
means that a steadily increasing percentage of adolescents ar
risk of a compromised future.
Though this report focuses on adolescents, their life setti and the changes that have occurred in them over the last decades, we note again that the adolescents who enter these tings are a product of their early life experiences. Those wl early experience was marked by poverty suffer increased vul ability to many of the settings discussed in this report.
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